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Helping Professionals Learn from Carers

An important area of Carers in Partnership’s work 

GUIDANCE PAPER 4               Carer Involvement in Higher Education           

Carers in Partnership believe that if carers are to be meaningfully involved in the training of mental health professionals, then this paper covers the range of areas that carers can be involved in. Carers in Partnership is committed to enabling carers to become involved in these areas and to ensure carers are supported appropriately (see Guidance Paper 3)

Access to Training

Read application forms, plan interview process, and interview applicants for undergraduate training. 

Involvement in open days and induction of new students.

Delivery of Training

Presentations to students.

Facilitating groups, involvement in group work and role play. 

Development of training resources – workbooks, DVD materials, and web based resources. 

Working with professionals in developing training in specific areas, e.g. Mental Capacity Act.

Supporting Students

Mentoring students.

Acting in a consulting role, offering time to respond to questions, either in person or through internet access.

Course Governance 

Representation of carers in groups playing part in management of course. 

Involvement in module planning and having input into the weighting of different parts of module. 

Involvement in monitoring of syllabus. 

Working with exam boards. 

Student Evaluation

Evaluating student assignments, workbooks, portfolios, presentations, placements. 

Carers in Partnership believe that through the systematic involvement of carers, then the experience of trainees will be more meaningful, and will prepare students who are fit to practice in modern mental health systems. 

